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Church, and they would have preferred that Englishmen
should have these posts. They saw a few churchmen,
each holding many livings, and perhaps never going
near some of them, and they contrasted the fine clothes
and crowds of servants of these men with the poverty of
the parish priests. It seemed to them that these rich
churchmen neglected their duty, and thought more of
the good things of this world than it was right for them
to do. *' God," they said, " gave His people to be pas-
tured, not to be shaven and shorn/' And so the idea got
about that some change and reform was needed. We
must not think that all, or even the greater part of the
churchmen in England were negligent or careless; there
were many then, as there have always been, bent on
doing their duty to the utmost. Unfortunately it was not
for the most part these men who were placed in high
positions.

Besides the ordinary clergy there was in England ,a
Friar*, large number of friars* These were quite different from
the monks, who stayed in their monasteries. The friars,
who mostly belonged to either the Dominican or the
Franciscan order, went among the people. St. Dominic,
who founded the Dominican order, had sent his friars to
preach and to convert those who believed wrongly or were
careless about religion. St. Francis bade his order show by
the example of a pure and simple life, and charitable acts,
what the followers of Christ should do. Both Black and
Grey Friars, as they were called from their dresses, were
to copy the poverty of our Lord, and to live and teach
amongst the poor. They were not allowed at first to
have any property at all.

These orders began well, and when they first came
to England, in the reign of Henry III, they did a great
deal of good. But unfortunately they did not always keep
to their simplicity and vow% of poverty- Some grew rich